Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Cemetery 

Organization

The Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Cemetery is owned by the congregation of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Brookfield, CT, a non-profit corporation chartered by the State of Connecticut. A Cemetery Committee, consisting of volunteer members of the congregation, is charged with overseeing its operation and administering its funds. Policies adopted by the Cemetery Association may be obtained from the Church office during normal business hours. The names Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Cemetery Association and Cemetery Committee are used interchangeably in this document.
Purpose

Prince of Peace Cemetery is maintained as a memorial park with perpetual care being provided for all lots, as well as its grounds and structures. The setting in the pines, bordered by the Still River and the lower church driveway, is intended to be preserved in its natural state. Availability of plots is presently open to all persons, not just those who are members of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.
Plot Selection

Information regarding the purchase of plots may be secured by contacting the Church office or a member of the Cemetery Committee. Plot prices and related costs are established by the Committee and are available upon request. The cemetery has both full-sized plots, as well as plots for cremated remains. Unless there is an overwhelming and compelling reason for not doing so, plots are sold in an orderly sequence.
Flowers and Decorations
Artificial flowers and grave coverings are only permitted from Thanksgiving through Palm Sunday. Natural flowers and decorations are permitted from Palm Sunday through Thanksgiving. Natural flowers will be removed when they begin to wilt and artificial flowers and decorations, wreathes and grave blankets will be removed and disposed of starting just prior to Palm Sunday. No permanent plantings are permitted at any gravesite. Potted plants or flowers left at gravesites will be transplanted in the areas inside the walls of the cemetery after a reasonable time. Removal and transplanting of these is done so as to make the task of mowing the cemetery easier. The dates mentioned above may vary slightly depending on weather and ground conditions. The Committee also requests that visitors not use rocks or similar objects to hold down decorations because these become hazardous when struck by a lawn mower. 
Lawns, trees or shrubs shall not be planted or disturbed except by approval of the Cemetery Committee. The Cemetery Committee also reserves the right to regulate the method and types of decorations on plots. They shall not be responsible for articles, mementos and the like decorating plots, and they may remove such so that uniform beauty may be maintained. 

Funeral Arrangements

Permission to open graves and allow interments or disinterments must be granted through the church office. The Cemetery Association does not provide caskets, burial vaults, or the labor and equipment to open a plot. These materials and services are made available to the Cemetery Association through outside vendors.  Concrete vaults are required for the burial of all caskets. A funeral service need not be conducted at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church or by its pastor(s). 
Those wishing to make a selection of a plot, to arrange for a funeral or an interment ,are asked to allow ample time to complete such arrangements during normal church office hours or at other mutually convenient times.
All arrangements for burials and purchase of burial plots shall be completed at the church office and all records of same shall be kept in the church office. Arrangements made by a plot holder through a funeral director, or other agent, shall be binding on said plot holder.
The Committee may accept a request for an interment and/or opening of a plot on proper notification to the church office (letter, phone, fax, e-mail, etc.) unless there are written instructions to the contrary on file in the church office. 
The Committee must be presented with a burial permit in accordance with local and state laws before interment is completed. The Committee will not be liable for the burial permit or responsible for the accuracy of the data it contains or the identity of the person to be interred.

The Committee shall in no way be responsible for any delay in interment where a protest to the interment has been made, or for non-compliance of these policies.  The Committee reserves the right to have the funeral director, or his agent, place the remains in a receiving vault until full rights have been established. Any protest is required to be submitted to the church office in writing.

Prince of Peace Cemetery does not permit burials between December 1 and April 1. These dates may vary slightly from year to year because of weather and/or ground conditions.  

Use of the Cemetery

All policies described below are aimed at preserving a dignified atmosphere within the cemetery setting.  

The Cemetery Committee expressly disclaims liability for any injuries sustained by visitors who do not use the entrances and walkways provided. The plot holder, his/her friends and relatives are always welcome within the grounds. Others wishing to avail themselves of quiet places for meditation are also welcome. Normal visiting hours are dawn to dusk.
The Committee reserves the right to control all motor vehicles within the cemetery and has the right to refuse admission of bicycles and motorcycles to the cemetery. Loitering, boisterous demonstrations and assemblages which the Committee deems improper are forbidden within the cemetery. Peddling, soliciting, posting of signs or notices, advertising, picnicking and discarding of rubbish within the cemetery is not permitted. Domestic animals are not permitted in the cemetery.

Memorial Markers
Memorial markers of metal or stone composition are permitted to be installed only if they are flush with the surface of the ground. Approval for the installation of any memorial marker must be obtained from the Committee through the church office prior to placement. Markers may be obtained from any supplier. The church office has a catalog of memorial markers in various acceptable styles. These markers may be purchased through the church office at a substantial reduction in cost because Prince of Peace Lutheran Church is a non-profit organization. Memorial markers purchased through the church are also installed at no additional cost beyond purchase and shipping. Veteran’s markers may be obtained, usually at no charge to those qualifying, by contacting the local Veterans Advisory Board. These markers will be installed by the Cemetery Committee at no charge to the family. 
The Committee reserves the right to approve the kind, size, design, symbolism, craftsmanship, quality and material of memorials, inscriptions or markers to be placed in the cemetery. This applies to any memorial now in existence or which may hereafter be erected or installed in the cemetery. Crypts and cremain niches shall be constructed only in those portions of the cemetery so designated and approved by the Committee.

Should any memorial or item placed in the cemetery become unsightly or a safety hazard, the Committee shall have the right to have it removed without notice. If such removal involves an expense, that expense shall be the responsibility of the plot holder. 

Correction of Errors

The Committee reserves the right to correct errors made by them in the sale or description of interment rights or plots or in making interments or disinterments. The Committee may substitute other interment rights or plots at their discretion. They may refund monies paid for the purchase of plots. If an error involves the interment of remains of any person, the Committee reserves the right to re-inter the remains in another plot of equal value in a new location. 

Plot Holder’s Rights and Obligations
The Committee reserves the right to specify the terms of purchase of all interment rights in plots and to fix the number of interments allocated to a grave or plot. Presently the policy is to allow one casket per plot. 
If a purchaser fails to carry out the terms of the purchase agreement in a reasonable time, the Committee may declare said agreement canceled and all rights of the purchaser to the plot forfeited. This includes any deposit made.
No fencing, curbing, hedging, borders or enclosures of any kind shall be allowed around a plot. The Committee reserves the right, without prior notice, to remove same if so erected, planted or placed.

If the deed of a plot or grave has been lost, the church office may issue a replacement deed upon thorough verification of the owner. 

The use of a plot is for the interment of the human remains of the plot holder or his relatives.  Only by special permission of the Committee may a person not a member of the family be interred in said plot. In no case shall a plot holder have any right to sell, transfer, exchange or in any manner dispose of said plot or any part thereof, without written permission of the Committee.

In the event of death of a plot holder, any and all privileges of the plot holder shall pass to the plot holder’s family in the manner prescribed by law. The Committee may require proof to be supplied by such descendent(s) of the original purchaser attesting to the succession of the privilege. The privilege of burial in a lot in this cemetery shall be governed by the Certificate of Exclusive Right of Burial and by these Policies.  When interment is desired, the Certificate shall be presented to the Committee to determine whether the deceased can properly be buried in the location desired. Any issue or question which shall arise concerning the privilege of burial shall be decided by the Committee and its decision shall be final and binding on all parties.
In the event that plot holder or his family wishes to sell a plot, the Prince of Peace Cemetery Association  will act as broker for the sale. The holder of the Certificate of Exclusive Right of Burial should notify the Cemetery Committee in writing that he/she wishes to sell the plot and then return the original Certificate to the Committee. The Cemetery Committee will refund the original purchase price less a $25 resale fee.  If the original certificate cannot be located, the plot holder (or his family), must provide evidence they are entitled to this right of resale. 
The plot holder (or his family) is expected to notify the Committee via the church office of any change of address. Notice sent to a plot holder at the last address of record by the Committee shall be considered sufficient and proper legal notification. The plot holder can expect that the Committee will take proper care of the cemetery and its surroundings through the Perpetual Care Fund. Such care includes, but is not limited to mowing, disposal of debris found on the grounds, leveling of memorials which have settled or risen and now constitute a safety hazard, disposal of wilted flowers, etc.  If a family wishes to further alter a plot or its surroundings, such alterations must have prior approval by the Cemetery Committee.
Loss or Damage

The Cemetery Committee and Prince of Peace Lutheran Church disclaim all responsibility for loss or damage from cause beyond their reasonable control and especially by an act of God, floods, earthquakes, war, riots, thieves, vandals, unavoidable accidents and the like. The Committee shall notify those affected who will then be responsible for repair. 
Memorial stones, benches, plaques and the like placed in the cemetery by plot holders are the property of the plot holder and are not covered under any insurance policy of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church or the Cemetery Association. Damage to these items may very well be covered by the plot holder’s homeowner’s policy.  

Rights and Privileges of the Committee
The Committee has the right to survey, enlarge, diminish, alter in shape and size or change any and all parts of the cemetery. It shall be granted easements and rights of way through the cemetery for the purpose of installing, operating or maintaining utilities or for any other cemetery purpose. No easement or right of interment is granted to any plot holder in any road, drive or walk within the cemetery. Such road, drive or walk is a means of access to the cemetery as long as the Committee denotes such to that purpose.

The statement of any member of the Committee shall not be binding except as such statements coincide with the Certificate of Exclusive Right of Burial conveying the right of interment and these policies.

The Committee may make temporary exceptions, suspensions or modifications to any of these policies when in their judgment the same appears advisable. Such temporary exceptions, suspensions or modifications shall in no way be considered as affecting the general application of these policies.
In all matters not specifically covered by these policies, the Committee reserves the right to act in a reasonable manner with all decisions said to be binding upon the plot holder and all parties concerned. 

The Committee reserves the right at any time to change, amend, alter, repeal, rescind or add to these policies or any part thereof, or to adopt any new policy with respect to the cemetery, or anything pertaining thereto.
New policies will be available in the church office for a period of thirty days after their adoption and such notice shall be considered complete and sufficient announcement of said change.

Disinterment Policy/Procedures

The family requesting the disinterment must forward this request in writing to the Prince of Peace Cemetery Association. The letter should include the name, address, e-mail address, fax and phone number and a contact person of the funeral home who will handle the process. Accompanying this letter should be the original deed(s) for the plot(s) to be disinterred.

The Cemetery Association will contact the funeral home to arrange for the disinterment. The Cemetery Association will also contact its gravedigger so that removal of the entire vault, including the casket and any memorials, can be coordinated with a vault company. The vault company will be expected to remove the vault without removal of any of its contents first. Should it be necessary to travel over any portion of the cemetery containing other gravesites, the vault company will be expected to plank or board over areas that will be driven over to avoid damage to those sites or memorials.  

The cost of the disinterment, including gravedigger, vault company, and funeral home, but not limited to those, will be completely borne by the family making the request, and no refund for the disinterred plot(s) will be given, no matter the length of time occupied.

It should be noted that a permit for disinterment must be obtained from the Town Clerk of the Town of Brookfield. This is usually the task of the funeral home.

It should further be noted that the Cemetery Association takes no responsibility for any damage that might occur to vault(s), casket(s) or memorials. In the event of unfavorable weather conditions or ground conditions, the Cemetery Association reserves the right to postpone a disinterment.  A disinterment will not be permitted between December 1 and April 1.
These policies have been prepared for the use of the members of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, the members of its Cemetery Committee, funeral directors, local churches and especially for those who have purchased plots or who may purchase plots in this cemetery.
Its purpose is to outline the use, procedures relevant to purchasing plots, burials, disinterments and care of the cemetery. These policies will be reviewed periodically by current members of the Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Cemetery Committee and may be amended at that time.

These policies were developed and approved by the following members of the Cemetery Committee:
Kenneth Carlson

Emil Manka, Sr. (deceased)

Edmund Mantie

Richard Mercado

Lee Reilly

William Rondeau

James Sharp, Council Representative

Harold Rannestad, Secretary

Ernest Lehman, Chairman
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